Nebraska Landscape Assessment:

Community
Conversations

Early Childhood Care and
Education Sytems 2024




Introduction & Acknowledgements

University of Nebraska

_ Medical Center
ﬂebraS kaChlld ren MUNROE-MEYER INSTITUTE

University of Nebraska Medical Center

Nebraska Children and Families Foundation (NCFF) 6902 Pine Street, Omaha, NE, 68106
215 Centennial Mall South, Suite 200, Lincoln, NE 68508
Jolene Johnson, Ed.D.

Lori Nebelsick-Gullett, Ph.D. jolene.johnson@unmc.edu
Inebelsick-gullett@nebraskachildren.org Director, Education and Child Development
Chief Scientist Evaluation, Research, & Continuous Improvement Munroe-Mevyer Institute (MMI)

This project is made possible by funding received through Grant Number 90TP0108-01-00, of the USDHHS-
Administration for Children and Families, Office of Early Childhood; Nebraska Department of Health and
Human Services; Nebraska Department of Education; and Nebraska Children and Families Foundation,
following grant requirements of 70% federal funding with 30% match from state and private resources. Its
contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of
the Office of Child Care, the Administration for Children and Families, or the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services

Nebraska Landscape Assessment: Community Conversations



How long have you lived and/or worked in the community served by the collaborative?

42 Responses

Less than 1 year |0
1-2 years
3-5 years
6-10 years
10-15 years
15-20 years
More than 20 years

Race/Ethnicity

43 Responses
White [93%)]

B White [93%)] Other [5%] @ Prefer notto say [2%] @ Black or African American [0%]
B Some other race/ethnicity [0%] @ Middle Eastern or North African [0%] @ Native American or Alaskan Native [0%]

Asian [0%] @& Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander [0%]

Gender |dentity

43 Responses

Woman [91%]

@ Woman [91%] Man [5%] Non-binary [5%] @ Prefer to self-identify [0%] @ Prefer not to say [0%]




Community Strengths
n

*

*
*



Lack of Availability within Early Childhood Care and Education

Barriers to Accessing Early Childhood Care and Education

Need for More Licensed Early Childhood Educators

Need for More Health Services



Opportunities for Growth

Participants described a variety of ways they thought that their communities could continue to support their
communities. Necessities such as having available housing, transportation, quality cell service and internet
access were pointed out as essential ways that families needed support

. There's a need to help educate parents on the importance of preschool. Regardless of where families desired to
educate (public, private, in-home, home-school), participants felt some families needed to be made aware of the

iImportance of providing preschool as well as how to empower parents in interacting with the school system to
help them become more aware of publicly available programs.

‘ Participants mentioned the importance of engaging more businesses to support early childhood care and

education, either through helping employees directly through benefits or through supporting the administration
of childcare (i.e., paying for staff).

‘ Finally, participants thought that providing more education and resources to first-time parents would be
beneficial.



